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that emissions systems were repaired faster 
and better. It’s time that Congress keep our 
motoring constituents in the drivers’ seat when 
it comes to repairing their vehicles, and it’s 
time we helped ensure the economic survival 
of the small, independent repair shops that 
have been so good to our constituents. 

Please join with me, Congresswoman ANNA 
ESHOO and Congressman GEORGE MILLER, to 
give our constituents a choice of where to re-
pair their cars. 
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EXPRESSING SYMPATHY FOR THE 
CITIZENS OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEALING WITH TROPICAL STORM 
KETSANA AND TYPHOON PARMA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the hundreds of Samoans and 
Filipinos who tragically lost their lives in the 
natural disasters that ravaged the islands of 
the South Pacific and Southeast Asia. I also 
recognize the incredible resolve of the sur-
vivors of these catastrophes as they begin to 
rebuild their communities. 

We are still assessing the total devastation 
caused by Tropical Storm Ketsana and Ty-
phoon Parma in the Philippines, and by the 
earthquakes and tsunamis in American 
Samoa, Samoa, and Tonga. These natural 
disasters have claimed hundreds of lives, 
damaged or destroyed thousands of homes, 
and have left countless people without basic 
necessities, such as clean water, adequate 
food, and essential health care. 

Mr. Speaker, in the wake of these tragedies, 
we are reminded of the important role our na-
tional service programs and volunteers play in 
repairing the homes, neighborhoods, and lives 
of those who have fallen victim to natural dis-
asters. In response to this most recent catas-
trophe, AmeriCorps National Civilian Commu-
nity Corps, NCCC, Team Leaders from my 
hometown of Sacramento traveled to Amer-
ican Samoa to manage the immediate assist-
ance provided to those affected through the 
American Red Cross intake center, located in 
Pago Pago. 

As Co-Chair of the National Service Cau-
cus, I have seen first-hand the commitment 
these volunteers have made to the betterment 
of society. We honor these dedicated men and 
women who continuously rush to the service 
of those in need, and recognize the great 
value of our national service programs in dis-
aster relief. 

Mr. Speaker, we mourn the losses suffered 
by our neighbors in the South Pacific and 
Southeast Asia, and express our steadfast 
support of their efforts to rebuild devastated 
communities and reestablish their way of life. 
It is my hope that my colleagues will join me 
in honoring the commitment of volunteers who 
make this recovery period possible, as they 
provide assistance to those currently facing in-
credible hardships. 

TRIBUTE TO BETTY TAYMOR 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 21, 2009 

Mr. CAPUANO. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to a distinguished constituent, Betty 
Taymor, who will be honored this week at the 
University of Massachusetts. Her visionary 
leadership is responsible for the creation of 
the Center for Women in Politics and Public 
Policy at their McCormack Graduate School of 
Policy Studies, and a scholarship fund has 
been created in her name. 

Her lifetime of civic engagement serves as 
an inspiration to us all. My colleagues in the 
Massachusetts delegation have joined in a let-
ter of congratulation that I would like to read 
into the RECORD. This is what we wrote to Ms. 
Taymor: 

The Massachusetts delegation to the House 
of Representatives joins in tribute to you as 
your friends and colleagues gather to cele-
brate your extraordinary achievements. You 
have indeed run against many prevailing 
winds, and been energized, not subdued, by 
the challenges you’ve overcome. 

We recommend your inspiring book, Run-
ning against the Wind, to anyone who seeks 
to understand the progress made by Amer-
ican women in the second half of the last 
century. You entered public service as a vol-
unteer, an honorable role shared by many 
idealistic women throughout our history and 
crucial to the abolition of slavery and the 
emancipation of women. During the Second 
World War, you joined with others on the 
home front in the important work of the Red 
Cross. Later, you sought and won positions 
of greater responsibility and authority, in 
Massachusetts and in the national Demo-
cratic Party. 

You were a personal mentor to many, but 
you wanted to do more. With characteristic 
energy, you created an institutional embodi-
ment of your example in the Program for 
Women in Politics & Public Policy. This eve-
ning’s celebration is dedicated to your vision 
and to the support of the Betty Taymor 
Fund to further the education of women who 
share your intellectual and moral fervor. 
Your courage and determination continue to 
inspire all good citizens, both men and 
women, committed to equal rights and equal 
opportunity. 

We unite in gratitude and congratulation. 
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O’FALLEN CASTING—SIXTH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. W. TODD AKIN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 21, 2009 

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, it is a common 
refrain today that ‘‘we are losing good manu-
facturing jobs’’ in the United States; that man-
ufacturing anything in the United States is be-
coming more and more difficult. As a former 
steel executive, I share the concerns of our 
manufacturing community and blame, in no 
small part, the onerous regulatory burden with 
which this government has saddled our manu-
facturers for that decline. But, despite what 
seems to be the best efforts of some in Con-
gress and our regulatory agencies, there are 
manufacturing companies in this country who 
are succeeding and without government inter-

vention. One such company is O’Fallon Cast-
ing; located in my district, they will celebrate 
their 6-year anniversary on Friday October 23. 

Once a division of Hitchiner Manufacturing, 
Co. O’Fallon Casting has roots dating back 40 
years in Missouri. But today it has shed its tra-
ditional past and transformed itself into a mod-
ern, high tech industry leader positioned for 
growth in the future. Proving that despite an 
increasingly competitive world economy, inno-
vative U.S. manufacturers can and do suc-
cessfully compete in the global market. 

With the support of ownership, O’Fallon’s 
management team has incorporated modern 
automation of the material handling and pro-
duction systems. Additionally, compression 
straightening of castings has been imple-
mented with four workstations feeding to a sin-
gle, custom, 500-ton press. The company’s 
goal is to provide their customers with access 
to cutting edge technologies. 

Employing 169 people in O’Fallon, Missouri, 
over the past six years the company has also 
pursued a number of environmentally friendly 
initiatives including high-efficiency lighting and 
in-house recycling of water, wax and metal. In 
2004, O’Fallon Casting was recognized by the 
State of Missouri with a prestigious Gold 
Award for its water recycling and waste treat-
ment efforts. The City of O’Fallon named the 
company ‘‘Manufacturer of the Year’’ in 2005. 

Throughout my tenure in Congress I have 
fought to reduce the tax and regulatory burden 
this government places on American business 
and manufacturing as a way to encourage 
companies, like O’Fallon Casting, who are re-
sponsible for creating the jobs that employ all 
our constituents. I’m honored to represent the 
company and its 169 employees in this 
House, and congratulate them on their sixth 
anniversary. I pray I will be able to celebrate 
many more such days with them for many 
years to come. 
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THE NEED TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND 
FIGHT POVERTY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 21, 2009 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, ac-
cording to a study of recent U.S. Census Bu-
reau figures, the National Academy of Science 
found that the level of American poverty is 
even worse than the government’s official 
number. 

The official measure, created in 1955, failed 
to factor in rising costs of medical care, trans-
portation or childcare. It also ignores geo-
graphical variations in the cost of living. Fur-
ther, it also fails to consider non-cash govern-
ment aid when calculating income. As a result, 
the poverty figures released by Census last 
month may overlook millions of people suf-
fering in poverty, many of whom are 65 and 
older. 

The National Academy of Sciences’ revised 
formula calculates that about 47.4 million 
Americans lived in poverty last year—7 million 
more than the Census figure. 

The National Academy of Sciences formula 
shows a poverty rate of 15.8 percent, which is 
nearly 1 in 6 Americans. This is far higher 
than the poverty rate of 13.2 percent, or 39.8 
million, reported by the U.S. Census Bureau 
recently. 
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